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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed 10/25/2005. Claims 1-6 are 
pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 remains objected to for minor informalities. The examiner suggests the following: "a 
readout step of reading out the program information, from a recording medium having a first 
storage region in which wherein the program information describing describes a procedure . . .". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distincdy claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

4. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the program information" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The examiner's above suggestion would correct this 
problem. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments, filed 10/25/2005, with respect to Sato not disclosing all the features 
recited in claim 1, have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

6. Applicant contends that Sato does not teach "a first storage region in which program 
information is stored with the program information describing a procedure for executing a process 
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for establishing a connection to a server over a network and downloading data from the server" or 
"a second storage region into which the data can be written". The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

7. Storage region 200b is a first storage region in which program information for executing a 
process for establishing a connection over a network is stored. "The various types of applications 
stored in the fixed data unit 200b are . . . programs for the network connection" (Sato, paragraph 
0042). 

8. The network connection is used to connect to server 101 over network 100 and download 
data from the server. "[T]he network connection program ... connects to the server 101 through the 
network 100" and "receives from the server 101 various content data and other such updated 
information" (Sato, paragraph 0052). 

9. Storage region 200d is a second storage region into which the data can be written. "(T]he 
central processing unit writes the downloaded various content data onto the read-capable write- 
capable unit 200^' (Sato, paragraph 0056). 

10. Applicant's arguments, filed 10/25/2005, in response to the rejection of claims 1-6 over 
Kupka in view of Hosoe have been fuUy considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-6 
over Kupka in view of Hosoe has been withdrawn. 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
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by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



12. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sato et aL (U.S. 
2002/0055969, hereinafter "Sato"). 



13. In considering claim 1, Sato discloses a recording medixim [fig. 3 A #200], having: 

a first storage region [fig. 3A #200b] in which program information describing a procedure 
for executing a process for establishing a connection to a predetermined server over a 
predetermined communication network [paragraph 0042 lines 5-10] and downloading data from the 
connected server is stored [paragraph 0049]; and 

a second storage region [fig. 3 A #200d] into which the data can be written [paragraph 0049]. 

14. In considering claim 6, Sato discloses a download method comprising: 

a readout step of reading out [paragraph 0056 lines 1-6], from a recording medium [fig. 3A 
#200] having a first storage region [fig. 3A #200b] in which program information describing a 
procedure for executing a process for establishing a connection to a predetermined network 
[paragraph 0042 lines 5-10] and downloading data from the connected server is stored [paragraph 
0049] and a second storage region [fig. 3A #200d] into which the data can be written [paragraph 
0049], the program information comprising: 

an access step of accessing said server in accordance with the read out program information 
[paragraph 0056 lines 9-16]; 
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a download step of downloading required information from said server accessed in 
accordance with the read out program information [paragraph 0056 lines 9-16]; and 
a storage control step of storing the data acqviired by the downloading into said second storage area 
of said storage medium [paragraph 0056 lines 9-16]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

16. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sato in view of 
Hosoe (U.S. 6,047,376). 

17- In considering claim 2, Sato discloses the recording medium applied to claim 1. Sato does 
not disclose a third storage region having an ID unique to said recording medium stored therein. 
Nonetheless, such a feature was well known in the art, as evidenced by Hosoe. In a similar art 
Hosoe discloses a medium [fig. 2 #35] for downloading data [fig. 3 #811] comprising a server access 
program [fig, 2 (Server Access Authentication Program)] and a storage region having an ID unique 
to the medium stored therein [fig. 8 (Medium ID), col. 15 lines 12-17]. 

18. Given the teachings of Hosoe it woiald have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to provide the recording medium with a third storage region having an ID unique to the recording 
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mediiHn, thereby ensuring that only clients having a legal medium are given server access (Hosoe 
col. 2 lines 65-67]. 

19. In considering claim 3, Sato-Hosoe teaches the recording medium applied to claim 2. Hosoe 
further discloses that the ID is used to ensure that only clients that have paid for the medium can 
access the server [col. 2 lines 65-67, col. 2 line 66 - col. 3 Une 1]. Given the further teachings of 
Hosoe, it would have been obvious to ensure that only clients that have paid for the medium can 
access the server (i.e. manage accounting data), thereby helping to prevent profit loss. 

20. In considering claim 4, Sato-Hosoe teaches the recording medium applied to claim 2. Sato 
discloses that various content data can be downloaded [paragraph 0056 lines 9-16]. Hosoe further 
discloses that the ID can be utilized by the server to identify the type of service provided [see fig. 9]. 
There is no reason to believe that the ID could not also be utilized to identify a type of the 
download data. 

21 . In considering claim 5, Sato-Hosoe teaches the recording medium applied to claim 2. Sato 
discloses that various content data can be downloaded [i.e. information from different sources (e.g. 
different sections of memory), paragraph 0056 lines 9-16]. Hosoe further discloses that the ID can 
be utilized by the server to identify the type of service provided [see fig. 9]. There is no reason to 
believe that the ID could not also be utilized to identify a supply source for the download. 



Conclusion 
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22. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

23. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed vintil after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

24. Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier conmiunications from the examiner 
shovdd be directed to Philip S. Scuderi whose telephone number is (571) 272-5865. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

25. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

26. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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